
 

 

Reading Comprehension Progression in Skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day getting better in Reading in every way! 
  



 

Reading Comprehension Skills 

 

Reading comprehension is an important strand to children learning to read and is taught alongside teaching children to read words on a page.  When they can 

confidently and fluently read words on the page and understand what they are reading they become ‘readers’ in the true sense of the word and are more likely 

to choose to read for pleasure. 

 

The progression in decoding skills is set out in our writing progression document and follows the teaching sequence of the phonics programme used ‘Little 

Wandle Letters and Sounds.’  

 

The 5 reading domains taught in Key Stage 1 are: 

Retrieval 

Making Inferences 

Predicting 

Sequencing 

Vocabulary 

 

Development of Reading Comprehension Skills in EYFS 

 
The focus for teaching children to read in EYFS is through a daily phonics lesson and small group practice reading sessions 3 times a week.  As part of 
whole class reading lessons and when reading to small groups of children in the provision the comprehension skills outlined below for KS1 are developed 
through books read to the children by adults.  The children also develop these skills through their practice reading sessions when independently reading 
fully decodable books matched to their phonics knowledge.  In addition, the children begin to develop the skills of inference and prediction through pictures 
as outlined in Year 1. 
 



  

 

 

 
 

Reading Skill: Retrieval of facts from Texts 
Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 1  
 
 
In Year 1, children need to be able to make 
simple retrievals from a text. Retrievals 
may be made from a text that has been 
read to the child or one the child has read 
themselves (depending on their level of 
development). This reading may be above 
the level they are able to read 
independently whilst children are 
developing their phonemic awareness and 
fluency. 

Text: 
 
Slugs do not have a shell but snails do. 
Slugs and snails are molluscs just like clams and 
squid. 
You can spot slugs and snails on land, in trees 
and under the soil. 
Slugs and snails munch on plants.  Slugs munch 
on snails too. 
 

Text: 
 
It was a sunny day in Happy Town.  The sky 
was blue.  The birds were singing and sea 
was bright.   

Question: 
 
What do slugs and snails munch on? 

Question: 
 
Find the word that tells you what the day 
was like in Happy Town. 
  

cold                    stormy  
 
 

sunny                  chilly  
 
 

  



 Reading Skill: Retrieval of facts from Texts 

 Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 2 
 

 
 
 
In Year 2, children need to be able to 
answer retrieval questions linked to both 
fiction and non-fiction texts. The children 
will do this using a text they read 
independently and using strategies to lift 
the answer out of the text. 

Text: 

 
 

Text: 
 

 

Question: 
 

 

Question: 
 
What animals did cowboys look after? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Reading Skill: Make Inferences from Texts 
Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 1  
 
 
In Year 1, children need to be able to make 
simple inferences from a text. Inferences 
may be made from a text that has been 
read to them or one the child has read 
themselves (depending on their level of 
development). Children will also be 
developing their inference skills linked to 
visual images. This reading may be above 
the level they are able to read 
independently whilst children are 
developing their phonemic awareness and 
fluency. 

From pictures: 
 

 

Text: 
 
When Sam drew his curtains that morning, 
he smiled and wrapped his arms around 
himself.  There would be no school today.  
He would get wrapped up and dig his sledge 
out of the shed.  Then he would spend the 
rest of the day wrapped in a blanket.  
“Porridge for breakfast, I think!” he said. 
 

Questions: 
 
What did Sam see out of his bedroom 
window? 
 
How did he feel about having no school 
today? 

  



 

 Reading Skill: Make Inferences from Texts 
Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 2 
 

 
 
 
In Year 2, children need to be able 
to make inferences based on what 
is being said or done in the text. 
The children will be using the text 
to begin to justify their inferences. 

Text: 
 

 
 

Text: 
 

 
 

Question: 

 
 

Question: 
 
Why did the cowboy’s horses have to be 
strong? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Reading Skill: Prediction 
Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 1  
 
In Year 1, children will be making 
predictions based on what they can see 
from the title and front cover. The children 
will also be able to make predictions based 
on what has happened in the story so far. 

Text: 
 
Predictions from pictures: 
 

 
 

 
 
During whole class book talk and whilst 
reading their practice reading book (fully 
decodable or linked to their colour band if 
secure with phonics), the children will be 
asked questions such as, ‘What might 
happen next?’ ‘Why do you think this?’ 

  



 Reading Skill: Prediction 

Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 2 In Year 2, children will be able to make 
predictions based on what has already 
been said and done. The children will also 
make predictions using the title, front cover 
and the blurb of a text. 

Text: 
 
I’m riding on a giant. 
 I’m way up in the sky.  
Looking down on everyone  
From higher up than high.  
I’m holding on to giant’s ears  
As we stride along the street  
Shouting down at people,  
“Hey! Mind my giant’s feet!”  
We’re ducking down through doorways.  
We’re walking over walls.  
I’m safe as houses way up here.  
My giant never falls.  
People down below us  
Simply stop and stare.  
Then when they see our shadow,  
Oh wow! They get a scare.  
I’m taller than the tree-tops.  
I’m high enough to fly.  
Another centimetre and I’d bump into the sky.  
I’ve been riding on my giant,  
Oh! What a day I’ve had.  
I’m not afraid of giants,  
‘Cause this one is my dad. 

Text: 
 
Dear Diary, 
 
We have just got our new 
home in Florida. 
 
I am sweating!  I can’t believe I packed my 
coats and jumpers.  I am never going to 
wear them again! 
 
Our new house is right next to the beach.  
We did not have a sandy beach like this in 
Alaska.  I can see the waves from my 
bedroom window.  I cannot wait to go. 
 
I think I am going to like it here. 
 
Love Tyler 
 
 
 

Text: Question: 
 
What do you think Tyler will do first in 
Florida? 

 



 Reading Skill: Sequencing  

Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 1 In Year 1, children will be able to retell 
stories that have been read to them or that 
they have read by themselves (based on 
their individual level of development). They 
need to be able to sequence pictures and 
images, linked to a text, in chronological 
order. 

During literacy lessons and whole class reading 
sessions, the children will be able to sequence 
pictures linked to a text or verbally explain what has 
happened in a story. 

During small group reading sessions and 
whilst reading texts within their practice 
reading books, the children will be able to 
sequence pictures linked to a text or verbally 
explain what has happened in a story. 
 

 

 

 Reading Skill: Sequencing 

Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 2 In Year 2, children will be able to retell 
stories of increasing length based on key 
events and begin to order texts in 
chronological order to demonstrate their 
understanding of the key events within a 
text.  They will also answer true and false 
grids based on their understanding and 
summary of the whole text. 

Text:  Previous paragraph not included See KS1 SATS 

reading paper 1 2018 for full text 

 

Text:   
 
The text required to answer this question is 
‘There’s an Octopus under my Bed’ in the 
KS1 SATS reading paper 1 2017 

Question: 

 

Question: 

 



 Reading Skill: Vocabulary 

Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 1 In Year 1, children will be focusing in on 
predictable phrases whilst reading and 
identifying words that they like within the 
text. The children will be able to explain 
why they like a word that the author has 
used. 

Children will discuss the repetition, key phrases and 
words they like during literacy and whole class 
reading sessions. Such as when reading books 
such as, ‘We’re going on a bear hunt.’ or ‘The 
Smartest Giant in Town’. 

Children will learn the meaning of new words 
when they are reading their practice reading 
books in their group reading sessions. They 
will also be asked to identify and discuss their 
favourite words and phrases. 
 
 
 

 

 

 Reading Skill: Vocabulary 

Information Example 1 Example 2 

Year 2 In Year 2, children will be able to 
identify their favourite words or 
phrases within a text and be able to 
explain why. The children will also be 
beginning to identify the impact certain 
vocabulary choices have on a text. 

During literacy and whole class reading sessions, 
and whilst reading individually, the children will 
be able to independently identify their favourite 
words and phrases and explain why. 
 
  
 

Text: 
 

Question: 
 

 
 

 


