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Pre-writing skills – the building blocks for writing
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Splayed finger grasp
Spring term EYFS

Static pincer grasp
Summer term EYFS

Dynamic pincer grasp
Summer term EYFS





• Strength in hands, core strength, upper body 
strength

• Flexibility in pivots (elbow, wrist etc)
• Hand and eye co-ordination
• Pencil grip – tripod
• Pencil control
• Posture



At the end of Foundation Stage 
children will be able to:
• use phonics to write cvc words
• form most letters correctly
• write a simple caption 

independently



What does writing look like at 
Glastonbury Thorn School?

English is taught daily across all year groups.
Good quality texts are at the heart of our writing.

EYFS – Drawing club and dough club and then more formal writing 
lessons and handwriting lessons in Spring 2

KS1 – Writing is taught 5 times a week during English lessons

Phonics – including spelling and ‘hold a sentence’ once/twice daily

Handwriting – 3 times a week 



Handwriting

EYFS – Start formal handwriting sessions in Spring term. The 
language used mirrors the Little Wandle handwriting scheme.

Year 1 – 3 x weekly handwriting sessions following the Nelsons 
Handwriting programme. 
Includes air writing with a ‘patter’, modelled handwriting from 
Teacher, opportunity to practice in books at tables.
Focus on posture and letter families.

Year 2 – 3 x weekly handwriting sessions, following same format as 
Year 1. In Summer term some children will begin to join.



Handwriting



Handwriting



Handwriting



Handwriting



• Continuous provision in Autumn term
• Daily writing lessons with a book stimulus
• Immersion into a book (new unit ‘hook’, 

puppets, role play/retelling, hot seating)
• Importance of oracy and understanding 

vocabulary (talk task)
• Shared writing
• Teacher modelling
• Writing sentences
• Reflecting, improving and editing writing
• Twice daily phonics – hold a sentence and 

spelling
• 3 x handwriting sessions weekly



Supporting your child

building independence 



At the end of Year 1 children will be 
able to:

• write simple sentences using 
their phonic knowledge, 
including capital letters and 
full stops independently and 
leave spaces between words 
consistently

• spell most year 1 tricky words
• form all letters and numbers 

correctly.



• Daily writing lessons with a book stimulus
• Focus on style/genre of writing
• Children build stamina for writing
• Checking writing makes sense and evaluate 

writing
• Importance of oracy and understanding 

vocabulary (talk task)
• Shared writing
• Teacher modelling
• Writing sentences
• Reflecting, improving and editing writing
• Daily phonics/SPAG lessons
• 3 x handwriting sessions weekly



Providing challenge

Digging deeper

More able writers:

• Additional challenges during lessons
• ‘up levelling’ their own work or an example 
• Using a thesaurus to improve word choices



At the end of Year 2 children will be 
able to:
• write grammatically correct sentences 

using past and present tense correctly.
• have a thorough understanding of 

question marks, exclamation marks, 
full stops, commas and apostrophes. 

• Understand different genres of writing 
and write for a range of purposes 
(poems, recounts, personal narratives, 
real events)

• Apply spelling rules when writing.
• Spell most year 2 tricky words 
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• Writing for purpose – shopping lists, birthday cards, letters to family, postcards etc

• Completing home learning spelling and phonics tasks

• Taking part in the termly writing challenges

• Practicing tricky word spellings 

• Singing the alphabet and encouraging ‘alphabetical order’ games

• Practice saying a sentence before writing it – count the words – count the sounds in the 
words

• DO NOT WRITE IN ALL CAPITALS, explain where capital letters are needed

• Read writing when out and about

• Retell stories together and use puppets or props to add narrative



Terminology

Please take a hand out with the terminology glossary.




